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St. Mary’s Catholic Church – Baptism Information
Address: 811 W 23rd Ave, Bellevue, NE 68005
Phone: 402-291-1350 | Email: rectory@stmarysbellevue.com
Pastor: Rev. Lydell Lape

Hispanic Ministry Parish Office:
P. Chris Saenz, Padre Columbano
Phone: 402-715-5557
Email: csaenz@columban.org

[bookmark: welcome]Welcome
Thank you for your interest in having your child Baptized at St. Mary’s Catholic Church! Baptism is the first Sacrament of Initiation in the Catholic Church and welcomes your child into the family of God.
This sheet provides information about the process and requirements. Once you meet the requirements, you will complete a separate Baptismal Registration Form to provide the details for your child’s baptism.
We ask that you schedule and prepare for your child's baptism celebration in advance. Please, don't wait until the last month to take care of the arrangements. Thank you very much.

[bookmark: parish-registration]Parish Registration
· Parents must be registered parishioners to have their child Baptized.
· Registered at St. Mary’s: No additional paperwork needed.
· Registered at another parish: A letter of dispensation (permission from your home parish) is required for your child to be Baptized at St. Mary’s. This letter must include the priest’s signature and the parish seal.
· Newly registered parishioners: A brief interview with Fr. Chrs is required before scheduling the Baptism.

[bookmark: baptism-preparation]Baptism Preparation
· Parents must attend a Baptism Preparation Class before the Baptism.
· External class offered in Spanish:
· Last Sunday of every month.
· 3:00-6:00 pm
· Centro Pastoral de Tepeyac (5301 S. 36th St., Omaha), telephone: 402-557-5571
· Registration link: https://forms.gle/sWd5ieg7rbrqres58
· A certificate of completion must be presented.
· Class offered at St. Mary’s: classes are in English but Spanish materials are available for Spanish speakers.
· First Sunday every other month (February, April, June, August, October, December)
· 12:30 PM – 3:00 PM
· St. Mark’s Hall next to the church
· Outside class in another parish: Proof of completion must be provided, signed by a priest or another parish authority with the parish seal.
· Parents who have previously Baptized a child must provide:
· Proof of a previous Baptism class OR
· Copy of the previous child’s Baptismal certificate with the parish seal.
· Attendance: Parents are required. Godparents are highly encouraged.

[bookmark: godparents]Godparents
· Must be active, practicing Catholics in good standing.
· Parishioners of St. Mary’s: Must be approved by Fr. Del.
· Non-parishioners: Must provide a letter of good standing from their parish with priest signature and parish seal.

[bookmark: next-steps]Next Steps
1. Review this information carefully.
2. Attend a Baptism class (at St. Mary’s or an approved outside class).
3. Gather any required documentation:
· Proof of previous Baptism class (if applicable)
· Letter of dispensation from your home parish (if applicable)
· Letters of good standing for godparents (if applicable)
4. Once all requirements are met, complete the Baptismal Registration Form to schedule the Baptism.  The baptismal links are:
· English: https://stmarysbellevue.com/images/stories/documents/Baptism%20Information%20Form-English.pdf 
· Español: https://stmarysbellevue.com/images/stories/documents/Baptism%20Certificate%20form%20-%20Espa%C3%B1ol.pdf 
5. The day of the baptism celebration: dates and times are subject to the parish calendar, liturgical seasons, and pastoral availability. Celebrations may be limited during Advent, Lent, or other penitential times. There are two options:
· Saturday during a communal ceremony. There could be other children being baptized along with your son/daughter. When you have an idea of which month you want to baptize your son/daughter, please check with Fr. Chris Saenz to find out which Saturday and at what time the baptism ceremony will take place.
· During or after the Sunday Mass at 1:30 PM.  Space will be for only one child (or family) to celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism on Sunday. The priest celebrating the Sunday Mass will decide whether the baptism will take place during the Mass or afterward.
6. Any questions or doubts, contact Fr. Chris Saenz.
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